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December 4, 2020 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The Tacoma-Pierce County Coali1on to End Homelessness decries the violent a7ack on a group of people 
experiencing homelessness in Tacoma’s 6th Avenue Neighborhood last night, which resulted in one person dying 
and several people being hospitalized.  This was not an act of violence among people experiencing homelessness 
but rather an a7ack by housed people on the residents of a homeless encampment. 
This a7ack underscores the reality that our community must ensure that there is sufficient housing for all 
people. This is a public safety issue for the en1re community.  If people have safe places to stay, it will create a 
safer community for all of us - unhoused and housed alike. 

We understand the tensions that exist in neighborhoods where people experiencing homelessness establish 
encampments.  However, these tensions cannot be used as a jus1fica1on for acts of violence, but rather as a 
clarion call to individuals, organiza1ons and local, county, and state officials to take the necessary steps to ensure 
that there are safe, warm, and dry housing op1ons for all people. 
The members of the Coali1on, consis1ng of organiza1ons and individuals throughout the County, remain 
commi7ed to working together with all interested par1es to develop these necessary housing op1ons. 

For more informa1on please contact Kevin Glackin-Coley, Director of Special Projects, at 
kglackincoley@pchomeless.org. 
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