
Gig Harbor Key Peninsula Housing & Homeless Coalition-

Meeting Agenda - August 8,, 2024 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.

PC Human Services - Valeri Almony

TPCHD - Jennie Schoeppe - TPCHD Updates

10:10 - 10:25 a.m.

Presentations: Willow Eaton, ED, KPCS

“Prevention Pilot Program” -

Open discussion of how we can start a pilot program to keep residents in their homes -

Open Discussion - What do you want to talk about?

—------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
*TPCHD - Protecting our youth with facts about Fentanyl (see below)

TPCHD - FREE WATER TESTING FOR WATER WELL OWNERS.

To Qualify : “Live in Pierce County on the Key Peninsula & Have a
Private Well
Email: ehdrinkingwater@tpdhc.org or

www.tpchd.org/drinking water

*VA to offer no copays for mental health visits for veterans

By Steve Aguilar, KIRO 7 NewsJune 01, 2024 at 8:34 pm PDT
On Wednesday, the Veterans Administration announced that veterans will not
need to pay copays on their first three outpatient mental health care and
substance use disorder visits each year through 2027.

mailto:ehdrinkingwater@tpdhc.org
http://www.tpchd.org/drinking
https://www.kiro7.com/author/steve-aguilar/


The exemption is retroactive to June 27, 2027, and is in effect until December
29, 2027.

Veterans who visited a qualified mental health professional at a VA facility or
network provider prior to the announcement will automatically receive a
refund for those first three appointments. No action will be required on the
veteran’s part.

Veterans Crisis Line: A free resource for veterans in need of
support
The Veterans Crisis Line offers confidential support to
veterans and service members in crisis
The Veterans Crisis Line began operating in 2007. In 2022, it became one of the 988 Suicide &
Crisis Lifeline subnetwork lines.

As of April 2024, the Veterans Crisis Line has answered more than 7.7 million calls, 377,000
texts, and 941,000 chats. Crisis responders have also made more than 1.5 million referrals to

Veterans Affairs suicide prevention coordinators**PCHS Behavioral Health Tech
Services - any PCHS patient who has been established with a PCHS Medical Provider

for 3 months, can make appointments with PCHS Behavioral Health Techs.

*Protecting our youth with facts about fentanyl - February 9, 2024

Chelsea Amato Fentanyl-Facts-Not-Fear-Flyer-EnglishDownload

Just over 3 years ago, Pierce County Council passed a 0.1% sales tax to fund work to
improve Behavioral Health in our community.They did so as more people and more
younger people were dying of fentanyl overdose at heartbreaking rates. January
2020–June 2022, 60 people under age 24 died of fentanyl overdose in Pierce County. And
fentanyl was involved in another 342 drug-poisoning-related emergency visits.

Tacoma-Pierce County Opioid Task Force gave us funds to create and run a youth
fentanyl prevention campaign last year.

Public health at its best. This work is an example of what public health does best:
Confront big health threats to our most vulnerable neighbors. In this case, that’s youth at
risk of fentanyl overdose.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vbWVkaXVtLmNvbS9wLzQ0MWMxZDlkNzhlNCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA2MDUuOTU4NDg3MTEifQ._kmSRXrZuXsSD1jakazYLsV8bcYqL1ix8st0T-0dxN4/s/1121713882/br/243676242395-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vbWVkaXVtLmNvbS9wLzQ0MWMxZDlkNzhlNCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA2MDUuOTU4NDg3MTEifQ._kmSRXrZuXsSD1jakazYLsV8bcYqL1ix8st0T-0dxN4/s/1121713882/br/243676242395-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vOTg4bGlmZWxpbmUub3JnLyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA2MDUuOTU4NDg3MTEifQ.iC2Jg5Vd73J7sCpB_n5duuvseE-OPcO60ekxBCb7x7k/s/1121713882/br/243676242395-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vOTg4bGlmZWxpbmUub3JnLyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA2MDUuOTU4NDg3MTEifQ.iC2Jg5Vd73J7sCpB_n5duuvseE-OPcO60ekxBCb7x7k/s/1121713882/br/243676242395-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnZldGVyYW5zY3Jpc2lzbGluZS5uZXQvYWJvdXQvYWJvdXQtdXMvIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDYwNS45NTg0ODcxMSJ9.jNFD6JIvJe-9Aok9Sfih6LhmKOIN1X8fKUvdZYaKjmo/s/1121713882/br/243676242395-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnZldGVyYW5zY3Jpc2lzbGluZS5uZXQvYWJvdXQvYWJvdXQtdXMvIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDYwNS45NTg0ODcxMSJ9.jNFD6JIvJe-9Aok9Sfih6LhmKOIN1X8fKUvdZYaKjmo/s/1121713882/br/243676242395-l
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We used approaches honed during our award-winning responses to complex public
health threats, like COVID-19 and mpox, to partner with the community and reach our
youth. We:

● Talked face-to-face with people in our community.
● Gathered local data to learn more about the youth who need help.
● Asked local youth to help develop messages.
● Educated youth about fentanyl and how to make decisions that reduce harm.
● Worked closely with local groups that work with youth.

Reaching youth where they are—millions of times. You probably saw our fentanyl facts
messages—especially if you’re a younger person. In a few short months, we launched a
campaign that drew 25.45 million ad impressions and 75,000 visits to our new
fentanlyfacts.org website. We ran the ads where kids go online.

Grants went to: Clover Park School District Innovative Change Makers
Multicultural Cultural Child Family Hope Center Our Church Foundation Priceless
Inspiration Foundation, Recovery Cafe Orting, Tahoma Indian Center Therapy Fund
Foundation

What’s next? - Our work on this campaign was a constant reminder of fentanyl’s unique
danger and how much work we all have left. Fentanyl presents an ongoing threat to
ouFentanyl is a strong opioid—as much as 50 times stronger than heroin.An amount as
small as 2 grains of salt can cause an overdose. And it can be mixed into other drugs like
pills, meth, cocaine, or molly without you knowing because you can’t taste or smell it.

It’s never safe for youth to use illicit drugs. But we know some do—and in the age of
fentanyl, far too many of them overdose. That’s why our messaging offers ways youth
can stay safer if they use drugs. In public health, we call it harm reduction.

We make sure youth know it’s only safe to use drugs prescribed by your doctor. We also
help them understand they can stay safer when they: Use test strips. Carry naloxone.
Don’t use alone.

Or don’t use in the first place.

https://granicus.com/success-stories/how-pandemic-lessons-shifted-digital-community-outreach/
https://granicus.com/success-stories/how-pandemic-lessons-shifted-digital-community-outreach/
https://fentanylfacts.org/
https://fentanylfacts.org/sample-home-page/stay-safer/


Learn more at FentanylFacts.org.Follow our social media accounts and sign up for the
Your Reliable Source blog for regular updates on this and other important public health
topics.

**PCHS Behavioral Health Tech Services - any PCHS patient who has been
established with a PCHS Medical Provider for 3 months, can make appointments with
PCHS Behavioral Health Techs.

**NEW www.thechangeprogram.com - Leaving prison can be really tough
Peer to Peer Life Counseling - A new way forward

***Work Source Layoff Assistance Sessions
Facing a layoff, furlough, or job loss? We’re here to help! Attend one of our free online
Layoff Assistance Sessions to learn about the benefits and resources available to you.

Topics covered in the session include:

● Unemployment benefits and how to file for assistance
● What to do about health care and/or retirement benefits
● Expanding your job skills through training and educational programs
● Career guidance, job search assistance, and other resources at no cost to you!

Register for an upcoming session

These sessions will be held once a month from 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM. To find other
session dates or to regist

*Protecting our youth with facts about fentanyl - February 9, 2024

Chelsea Amato Fentanyl-Facts-Not-Fear-Flyer-EnglishDownload

Just over 3 years ago, Pierce County Council passed a 0.1% sales tax to fund work to
improve Behavioral Health in our community.They did so as more people and more
younger people were dying of fentanyl overdose at heartbreaking rates. January
2020–June 2022, 60 people under age 24 died of fentanyl overdose in Pierce County. And
fentanyl was involved in another 342 drug-poisoning-related emergency visits.

https://fentanylfacts.org/
https://tpchd.org/i-want-to/about-us/sign-up-for-notifications/
https://www.tpchd.org/i-want-to/about-the-health-department/sign-up-for-notifications
https://www.tpchd.org/i-want-to/about-the-health-department/sign-up-for-notifications
http://www.thechangeprogram.com
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/7845/Pierce-County-Village
https://tpchd.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Fental-Facts-Not-Fear-Flyer-English.pdf


Tacoma-Pierce County Opioid Task Force gave us funds to create and run a youth
fentanyl prevention campaign last year.

Public health at its best. This work is an example of what public health does best:
Confront big health threats to our most vulnerable neighbors. In this case, that’s youth at
risk of fentanyl overdose.

We used approaches honed during our award-winning responses to complex public
health threats, like COVID-19 and mpox, to partner with the community and reach our
youth. We:

● Talked face-to-face with people in our community.
● Gathered local data to learn more about the youth who need help.
● Asked local youth to help develop messages.
● Educated youth about fentanyl and how to make decisions that reduce harm.
● Worked closely with local groups that work with youth.

Reaching youth where they are—millions of times.

You probably saw our fentanyl facts messages—especially if you’re a younger person. In
a few short months, we launched a campaign that drew 25.45 million ad impressions and
75,000 visits to our new fentanlyfacts.org website. We ran the ads where kids go online.

Grants went to: Clover Park School District Innovative Change Makers
Multicultural Cultural Child Family Hope Center Our Church Foundation Priceless
Inspiration Foundation, Recovery Cafe Orting, Tahoma Indian Center Therapy Fund
Foundation

What’s next? - Our work on this campaign was a constant reminder of fentanyl’s unique
danger and how much work we all have left. Fentanyl presents an ongoing threat to
ouFentanyl is a strong opioid—as much as 50 times stronger than heroin.An amount as
small as 2 grains of salt can cause an overdose. And it can be mixed into other drugs like
pills, meth, cocaine, or molly without you knowing because you can’t taste or smell it.

https://granicus.com/success-stories/how-pandemic-lessons-shifted-digital-community-outreach/
https://granicus.com/success-stories/how-pandemic-lessons-shifted-digital-community-outreach/
https://fentanylfacts.org/


It’s never safe for youth to use illicit drugs. But we know some do—and in the age of
fentanyl, far too many of them overdose. That’s why our messaging offers ways youth
can stay safer if they use drugs. In public health, we call it harm reduction.

We make sure youth know it’s only safe to use drugs prescribed by your doctor. We also
help them understand they can stay safer when they:

Use test strips. Carry naloxone. Don’t use alone.

Or don’t use in the first place.

Learn more at FentanylFacts.org.Follow our social media accounts and sign up for the
Your Reliable Source blog for regular updates on this and other important public health
topics.

https://fentanylfacts.org/sample-home-page/stay-safer/
https://fentanylfacts.org/
https://tpchd.org/i-want-to/about-us/sign-up-for-notifications/
https://www.tpchd.org/i-want-to/about-the-health-department/sign-up-for-notifications
https://www.tpchd.org/i-want-to/about-the-health-department/sign-up-for-notifications


S

Resources:

Greater Lakes www.glmhc.org

Refugee Women’s Alliance - www.rewa.org

Fentanyl is a strong opioid—as much as 50 times stronger than heroin.

An amount as small as 2 grains of salt can cause an overdose. And it can be
mixed into other drugs like pills, meth, cocaine, or molly without you knowing
because you can’t taste or smell it.

It’s never safe for youth to use illicit drugs. But we know some do—and in the
age of fentanyl, far too many of them overdose.

That’s why our messaging offers ways youth can stay safer if they use drugs. In
public health, we call it harm reduction.

We make sure youth know it’s only safe to use drugs prescribed by your doctor.
We also help them understand they can stay safer when they:

Use test strips. Carry naloxone. Don’t use alone.

Or don’t use in the first place.

Learn more at FentanylFacts.org.

http://www.glmhc.org
http://www.rewa.org
https://fentanylfacts.org/sample-home-page/stay-safer/
https://fentanylfacts.org/


Legal Aid www.tacomaprobono.org, GH KP clinics every third Tuesday: Calendar of Legal
Aid Clinics

Tacoma Rescue Mission www.trm.org

MDC www.mdc-hope.org

Work Force Central www.workforce-central.org

Blue Star Families www.bluestarfam.org

Safe Streets www.safest.org

A Place Called Home” by David Ambroz

Violet Sees www.violetsees.org

“Love in the Time of Fentanyl” www.meaningfulmovies.org

Associated Ministries Programs https://associatedministries.org/

Miracle Messages - reach lost family - www.1800MISSYOU.org

Cornerstone Respite - www.cornerstonerespite.org

***Work Source Layoff Assistance Sessions

Facing a layoff, furlough, or job loss? We’re here to help! Attend one of our free online
Layoff Assistance Sessions to learn about the benefits and resources available to you.

Topics covered in the session include:

● Unemployment benefits and how to file for assistance
● What to do about health care and/or retirement benefits
● Expanding your job skills through training and educational programs
● Career guidance, job search assistance, and other resources at no cost to you!

Register for an upcoming session

These sessions will be held once a month from 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM. To find other
session dates or to register, click here.

http://www.tacomaprobono.org
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tacomaprobono79@gmail.com&ctz=America/Los_Angeles
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http://www.bluestarfam.org
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http://www.meaningfulmovies.org
https://associatedministries.org/
http://www.1800missyou.org/
http://www.cornerstonerespite.org
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZm9ybXMubWljcm9zb2Z0LmNvbS9yL2FYWnJqNWtCWjM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTEyMi44NjA0MTIzMSJ9.COPgwA7eT8g_pxO8XYk5rVmIvUsYYavsayf9g1AuQoA/s/3066514329/br/231475546548-l

