GHKP Housing & Homeless Coalition-  Meeting Agenda - March 20,  2025  
*Introduction -   new/rejoining intros

-PC Human Services Update  Valeri Almony	
-KPCS Outreach / Case Mgmt - Delci Whiten
-Family Resource Center - Kate Landon 
*Key Free Clinic -  Open the first and third Thursday of each month.  Check in is between 430 and 5pm   It is located at the Corral in Key Center.  9013 KPHN Lakebay WA 98349.  It is not an urgent care. 
PRESENTATIONS:
* Overview of client update meeting
* Community Cares meeting follow up -  Svc Gaps - Case Mgmt / Mentors
* Immigration Resources / Community - follow up

*Pierce County Begins Development of Five-year Homeless Housing Plan
*RESOLUTION NO. R2024-253
The Pierce County Council adopted Resolution No. R2024-253, approving the 2024 Affordable Rental Housing NOFA funding recommendations and associated expenditures, on Tuesday, Feb. 11. As a result, Pierce County Human Services announced over $17 million in Maureen Howard Affordable Housing Sales Tax awards to support affordable housing initiatives countywide. These investments will help create, preserve, and maintain over 330 affordable housing units in Pierce County.
*WA St. HBLs -   Washington House Bill 2114 / Senate bill 5222 - would prohibit landlords from raising an existing tenant’s rent more than 7% in a year. The bill would also restrict late fees to 1.5% of a tenant’s total monthly rent1. HB 1217 would limit rent and fee increases to 7% during any 12-month period and prohibit rent and fee increases during the first 12 months of a lease. It adds notification and penalties for the property owner for any increases of over 3% and caps late fees and security deposits2.		
LFPA Program Elimination:  The Local Food Purchase Assistance Cooperative Agreement Program, which supports food banks and other feeding organizations, has also been cut. USDA notified states that it was unfreezing funds for existing LFPA agreements but did not plan to carry out a second round of funding for fiscal year 2025.
In a statement, a USDA spokesperson confirmed that funding, previously announced last October, “is no longer available and those agreements will be terminated following 60-day notification.
 
Fed Gov is terminating the LFPA Program.  
	Emergency Food Network
	Pierce, Steilacoom Tribe, Puyallup Tribe
	$328,908.53 



	Food Lifeline
	King, Duwamish Tribe
	$1,187,821.12 



-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
***PC Continuum of Care -  For all who are passionate about ending homelessness, please join the Continuum of Care as a “Member” or “a Board Member”
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/FormCenter/Human-Services-18/The-Road-Home-Membership-Candidate-Appli-566 .


*  AA/NA Services  -  https://www.pugetsoundaa.org/find-a-meeting for local meetings.

***Learn more at FentanylFacts.org.Follow our social media accounts and sign up for the Your Reliable Source blog for regular updates on this and other important public health topics  (more below in text).
	
	

	Skoolie Foundation Update -  

We had a successful fundraising event our gala this last Saturday combine with a grant that we received from Rotary eight we now have the funding to purchase all of the materials to build the Bus. Which puts us in a great position, hopefully in the next week or two to finish our shower, Bus With combine efforts of local community business owners coming out and lending trade skills. 

As soon as the bus is complete, we’re almost complete. We will start building a calendar to bring it out to the community.

Brandon Simmons, Board chairman, Founder, 
Office phone: 253–844–3038,  Cell 206-271-3910,   Contact@skooliefoundation.org




***Learn more at FentanylFacts.org.Follow our social media accounts and sign up for the Your Reliable Source blog for regular updates on this and other important public health topics  (more below in text).


TPCHD -   FREE WATER TESTING FOR WATER WELL OWNERS.

To Qualify :  “Live in Pierce County on the Key Peninsula & Have a Private Well
Email:    ehdrinkingwater@tpdhc.org or www.tpchd.org/drinking water

Veterans Crisis Line: A free resource for veterans in need of support
[bookmark: _d3x7v7i8qu7k]The Veterans Crisis Line offers confidential support to veterans and service members in crisis
The Veterans Crisis Line began operating in 2007. In 2022, it became one of the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline subnetwork lines.
As of April 2024, the Veterans Crisis Line has answered more than 7.7 million calls, 377,000 texts, and 941,000 chats. Crisis responders have also made more than 1.5 million referrals to Veterans Affairs suicide prevention coordinators**PCHS Behavioral Health Tech
[bookmark: _tqexkraktjv2]
[bookmark: _wgb4efg0n3nt]*Protecting our youth with facts about fentanyl - February 9, 2024
Chelsea Amato   Fentanyl-Facts-Not-Fear-Flyer-EnglishDownload
Just over 3 years ago, Pierce County Council passed a 0.1% sales tax to fund work to improve Behavioral Health in our community.They did so as more people and more younger people were dying of fentanyl overdose at heartbreaking rates. January 2020–June 2022, 60 people under age 24 died of fentanyl overdose in Pierce County. And fentanyl was involved in another 342 drug-poisoning-related emergency visits.
Tacoma-Pierce County Opioid Task Force gave us funds to create and run a youth fentanyl prevention campaign last year.
Public health at its best.	This work is an example of what public health does best: Confront big health threats to our most vulnerable neighbors. In this case, that’s youth at risk of fentanyl overdose.
We used approaches honed during our award-winning responses to complex public health threats, like COVID-19 and mpox, to partner with the community and reach our youth. We
· Talked face-to-face with people in our community
· Gathered local data to learn more about the youth who need help.
· Asked local youth to help develop messages.
· Educated youth about fentanyl and how to make decisions that reduce harm.
· Worked closely with local groups that work with youth.
Reaching youth where they are—millions of times.   You probably saw our fentanyl facts messages—especially if you’re a younger person. In a few short months, we launched a campaign that drew 25.45 million ad impressions and 75,000 visits to our new fentanlyfacts.org website.   We ran the ads where kids go online.
Grants went to: Clover Park School District 	Innovative Change Makers    Multicultural Cultural Child Family Hope Center    Our Church Foundation   Priceless Inspiration Foundation,   Recovery Cafe Orting,    Tahoma Indian Center Therapy Fund Foundation
What’s next? -    Our work on this campaign was a constant reminder of fentanyl’s unique danger and how much work we all have left. Fentanyl presents an ongoing threat to our community.  
Fentanyl is a strong opioid—as much as 50 times stronger than heroin.An amount as small as 2 grains of salt can cause an overdose. And it can be mixed into other drugs like pills, meth, cocaine, or molly without you knowing because you can’t taste or smell it.
It’s never safe for youth to use illicit drugs. But we know some do—and in the age of fentanyl, far too many of them overdose.  That’s why our messaging offers ways youth can stay safer if they use drugs. In public health, we call it harm reduction.
We make sure youth know it’s only safe to use drugs prescribed by your doctor. We also help them understand they can stay safer when they:   Use test strips.    Carry naloxone.     Don’t use alone, or don’t use in the first place
Learn more at FentanylFacts.org.Follow our social media accounts and sign up for the Your Reliable Source blog for regular updates on this and other important public health topics

Contact 			**NEW   www.thechangeprogram.com  -  Leaving prison can be really tough
					Peer to Peer Life Counseling - A new way forward    
                                                                                   
Thw         
[bookmark: _z4zxyhvxsrn6]***Work Source Layoff Assistance Sessions
[bookmark: _23pgrrz3543p]Facing a layoff, furlough, or job loss? We’re here to help! Attend one of our free online Layoff Assistance Sessions to learn about the benefits and resources available to you.
Topics covered in the session include:
· Unemployment benefits and how to file for assistance
· What to do about health care and/or retirement benefits
· Expanding your job skills through training and educational programs
· Career guidance, job search assistance, and other resources at no cost to you!
[bookmark: _71ha9xcb3fh]Register for an upcoming session
These sessions will be held once a month from 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM. To find other session dates or to reg


Learn more at FentanylFacts.org.Follow our social media accounts and sign up for the Your Reliable Source blog for regular updates on this and other important public health topics.

		





